
Year 4 – Global Goals art work

Hokusai’s Great Wave
The image depicts an enormous wave threatening 
three boats off the coast of the town 
of Kanagawa (the present-day city of Yokohama) 
while Mount Fuji rises in the background.

The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are an urgent call for action by all 
countries - developed and developing - in a global partnership. They recognize that 
ending poverty and other deprivations must go hand-in-hand with strategies that 
improve health and education, reduce inequality, and spur economic growth – all while 
tackling climate change and working to preserve our all life on Earth..

Year 4 were inspired by Hokusai’s Great Wave to 
create a piece of art which raised awareness of Climate 
Change (SDG 13). We wanted to show the power of 
nature and the possible catastrophic effects of 
Climate Change- if we do not do something to change 
the way we treat our planet.

The children created mono prints of the Great Wave using carbon paper.

We used brusho paint to 
create the ocean and sky. 
We studied Hokusai’s 
painting to understand 
the different colours we 
could use.

To recreate block 
printing we traced our 
cityscape on to a foam 
‘block’. We used the 
block to create a black 
and white print that 
was then collaged with 
our great wave.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wind_wave
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kanagawa-juku
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yokohama,_Kanagawa

