Year 3 started by looking at this
painting called ‘The Marquise
de Seignelay and Two of her
Sons’, by Pierre Mignard. We
found out that the woman in
the painting, Catherine, was
recently widowed and wanted
the painting to portray her as a
Greek goddess, hoping to find
3 herself a new husband.
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Two of her sons are also shown as
characters from Greek and Roman
mythology. We learnt that the
ultramarine colour used for Catherine’s
robe was to highlight her wealth, as this
Was a very expensive pigment to use in
artwork at the time.
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own hair, so this became a popular painting.

After our workshops and lunch,
we had another look in the
gallery and focused on two
paintings- ‘Bathers’ by Georges
Seurat and ‘The Ambassadors’
by Hans Holbein the Younger.

Year 4 also looked at the painting of the
Marquise de Signelay but also at this piece of art,
titled ‘Self Portrait in a Straw Hat’, by Elisabeth
Louise Vigée Le Brun. We learnt that this was
painted in 1782 and that it was deliberately
modelled on a similar painting which was
incorrectly known as Le Chapeau de Paille (The
Straw Hat). This painting was probably created as
an advert for the artist herself, marketing her skill
as a portrait artist. It was also very unusual for
teeth to be visible and for sitters to show their
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