February 2021
Newsletter 6
Christchurch Hill, Hampstead, NW3 1JH, 020 7435 1361
admin@cchurchnw3.camden.sch.uk
www.christchurchschool.co.uk

Dear parents and carers,
It has been a busy month with plenty going on across the school community, even though we
haven’t all been able to be together in school. We also have quite a bit planned for the next few
weeks to add to the usual home learning activities.
Thank you for your ongoing commitment to supporting your children at home – I hope everyone
has settled in to some sort of workable routine and that some of the changes we have made in
response to the survey might be helping a few families, too. We are all learning as we go and teachers are taking part in
quite a bit of training, sharing and supporting each other behind the scenes to try to make this work as well as we can
for all children.
I will keep all parents updated about any plans for reopening whenever the Government updates its guidance and plans.
You might be interested to know that all our staff members in school are now taking part in twice-weekly home COVID
testing which will continue, alongside social distancing and other measures, whenever schools reopen to more children.
It is great that we have quite a number of parents signed up for our parent workshops on Sleep and Positive Mental
Health this week – there is information about an additional online safety parent workshop below. Please let the school
office know if you would like to join and we will send you the link.
With best wishes and many thanks for your ongoing support,
Katy Forsdyke, Head teacher

Rainbows and snow!
It was wonderful to see how creative children and families were in creating
rainbows to display in their windows. We had rainbows made of toy cars,
crystals, collage, household objects, food colouring and lots and lots of paint!

Dates
We are reviewing all our plans as
the situation changes. Please keep
checking back on future
newsletters for any changes

February
1st – 5th – PSHE week: Keeping
Healthy and Safe
Wednesday 3rd, 2pm – Parent
workshop online – how to help
your child to sleep well
Thursday 4th, 2pm – Parent
workshop online – building
children’s resilience and
positive mental health
Wednesday 10th – Digital
Citizenship/ Online Safety Day
Wednesday 10th, 2pm – Parent
workshop – online safety

The snow arrived at just the right time to
provide some much-needed respite from
the home learning and lockdown
routines.
It was lovely to share some of the
children’s photos of their fun in the snow
in the class zoom sessions and we had a
wonderful time in the snow at school,
too!

15th – 19th Half term
Week beginning 22nd - KS2
Spelling challenge
March
Thursday 4th - World Book Day
– details of events to be
confirmed nearer the time
Wednesday 24th and Thursday
25th – Parents evenings: times
and details to be confirmed
nearer the time
April
Thursday 1st - last day of term
Monday 19th – summer term
starts

Support for parents and families
There are some helpful tips for all parents and families (including about sleep, anxiety,
stress) and sources of support available on these two websites:
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://www.good-thinking.uk/
And we have some simple well being tips on
our website, too:
https://christchurchschool.co.uk/wellbeing-tips/

Online safety and Digital Citizenship – 10th February
Across the school, we will all be learning about how to be safe and responsible online
on Wednesday 10th February. This is all the more important given everyone’s increased
use of technology at the moment!
Children will be learning all about responsible use of technology, including how taking a
break from screens is important (Reception), that not everything we see online is true
(Year 1), the importance of keeping personal information private (Year 2), how to crosscheck facts from the internet (Year 3), about age-restrictions and regulations (Year 4),
about terms and conditions of websites and about what happens to photos posted
online (Years 5 and 6). Children in all classes will learn about:
 what they should do if they see anything that worries or upsets them,
 how they should behave respectfully and kindly online, just as they would do faceto-face,
 being an upstander to support
others if they are being bullied
online, and
 how to report concerns to
trusted adults and to
websites/platforms.

Online Safety Parent workshop
– there will be a parent workshop
on online safety for Christ Church
parents at 2pm on Wednesday 10th
February, too. The workshop will be
led by one of the experts from the
Camden City Learning Centre and
will help to raise awareness for
parents of children of all ages. If you
would like to join, please let the
school office know and we will send
you the link.
There are some top technology tips
for parents here →
(These are also on our website.)

PSHE week – keeping healthy and safe
Lots of super activities are planned for our home learning week on keeping our bodies
and minds safe and healthy. Thank you to Miss Innes for all her organisation and to
families for their support of the different activities including our healthy cook along and
our wake and shake sessions – we are planning to share photos and learning in zoom
sessions and in next month’s newsletter.
________________________________________________________ ______________________

Rights Respecting Schools – Article of the month
To remind parents and pupils that we are a UNICEF Rights Respecting School we
are including a different article from the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
in each month’s newsletter.
Article 27 Every child has the right to a standard of living that is good enough to meet their
physical, social and mental needs. Governments must help families who cannot afford this to
provide it.

Information and reminders
Website updates
There are lots of highlights from
our home learning here:
https://christchurchschool.co.uk/h
ome-learning-news-spring-week-1week-2/
https://christchurchschool.co.uk/h
ome-learning-news-spring-2021week-3-4/

Important documents about
school closure and home
learning
We have collected all the key
documents for parents about
our provision at the moment on
one page of our website. This
includes the updated Annex to
our Safeguarding Policy, our
current Risk assessment and our
Remote Education Policy.
https://christchurchschool.co.u
k/home-learning-2/

Spelling challenge and
Times table challenge
We will go ahead as planned
with the KS2 Spelling Challenge
in the week after half term –
KS2 teachers will set this as one
of the home learning tasks in
that week.
However, we won’t go ahead
with the KS2 Times table
challenge just before half term –
we will try to catch up with the
challenge for this term once we
are back in school. Don’t stop
practising those times tables
though!

Eligibility for Free School
Meals – have your
circumstances changed?
Families whose children are
eligible for free school meals
(due to income levels, not the
universal infant free school
meals) continue to receive
support while schools are
closed, in the form of weekly evouchers for food shopping.
New applications for free
school meals can also still be
made. If your circumstances
have changed, for example if
you are now claiming benefits
of some kind, please contact
the school office by email and
Mrs Connock will be able to
explain how to apply.

